
NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children Selection Committee 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet for the NCTE Award for Excellence 
in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the collection of poetry books of award 
winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to recognize and foster excellence in 
children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry 
through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2015? 
 
1) The 2017 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children will be selected in November 2016. To 
prepare for this task, the chairman asked the committee to nominate five candidates to begin the process. When 
these were collated, a Survey Monkey ballot was created and the list was narrowed to five candidates. Committee 
members were asked to comment and advocate for their favorites considering the four criteria for the award: literary 
merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the 
poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children. After several online discussions, we limited our choices to three 
candidates and more discussion followed. The final selection is in discussion currently and will be selected by 
November 1, 2016, so that the announcement can be made at the Children’s Literature Awards Luncheon on 
Saturday of the annual NCTE Conference.  
 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 
programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. From 
March 2016 – November 2016, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books published 
in 2016. 87 books have been received to date. We are expecting a few more later fall releases. The committee reads 
all the books and rates them prior to the convention. We are using a shared Google spreadsheet to rate the books 
on a 1-5 scale and also see each other’s comments. We have many online email discussions. At the committee 
meeting at NCTE, the members will discuss the ratings and select finalists for the Notable Poetry List. We have 
discussed having two lists, one devoted to poetry books only and one featuring verse novels. The books selected to 
the Notable Poetry List will be annotated and a brief article will be published in the April issue of The School Library 
Journal. 
 
3) The committee submitted a proposal for a presentation for the 2016 NCTE conference in order to spotlight the 
2015 Notable Poetry List. 
 
4) The committee and Marilyn Singer participated in a presentation at the 2015 NCTE conference in order to 
celebrate Singer as the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children. The committee chair 
designed a bookmark to spotlight Singer and her published poetry. This bookmark was distributed at the conference 
presentation. 
 
5) Previous committee chairs, Nancy Hadaway and Terrell Young, published an interview with Marilyn Singer, the 
2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in Language Arts. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 

 
a. We are in the final stages of selecting the new 2017 Poet/ Award for Excellence in Children’s Poetry 

considering the four criteria for the award: literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or 
anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal 
to children. 

b. We are in discussion about what constitutes a poetry book? Should rhyming picture books be included in 
our considerations? Previous committees have opted not to consider they rhyming picture book. We have 
come to some agreement that it will be based on individual merit. If the language meets the criteria of 
poetry and poetic language, we will consider it. 



c. Another discussion of this type was the question should classic poems that are newly illustrated by 
considered? For example, we have had two submissions to illustrate this point. One is a picture book called 
My Shadow based on the poem by Robert Louis Stevenson. The other is a book called Poetry for Kids: Emily 
Dickinson. This discussion is still ongoing.  

d. The chairman is preparing a PowerPoint slideshow to present the 2015 list of Notable Poetry books at our 
session at NCTE in November. Each committee member will present 3-4 titles and share a poem or two with 
the audience. The PowerPoint will include copies of the poem and the internal artwork. Handouts are being 
prepared by the chair that will follow the slides. Bookmarks of the lists will be distributed to the session 
attendees as well. 

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 

 We have almost finished the process of selecting the new Poet. This will be completed by Nov. 1. 

 We are in the process of reading and rating the submitted poetry books, 87; at this point in time. As this 
task nears completion, we will have our final discussion at our meeting at NCTE in November and finalize 
the list at that time. 

 We will be publishing an article about the newly selected poet for Language Arts, June issue. 

 We will have an article ready for School Library Journal, April issue, that will feature all the list of Notable 
Poetry books. 

 We will be preparing a list of the 2016 verse novels for the New England Reading Association Journal, spring 
issue. 

 The PowerPoint presentation from the annual NCTE convention will be make available on line through the 
Slideshare website. All handouts and slideshow materials will also be uploaded to the NCTE site.  

 
Karen Hildebrand, Chair 
 
 


